
Daily Prayers, links, to ELCA , sermons, The Holly 
Leaf, events & more on our website:  

        www.hollygrovelutheranchurch.org 

June  Basket Offering: Thrivent Build 

Newsletter Team   

 Caroline Mocko 

 Pastor John Mocko, Editor 

Contributing:  Minnie Conrad, Bob Troutman 
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Holly Grove Lutheran 
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    Study     
             Encourage 
     Pray 
                     Serve 
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From the Pastor 
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Keeping the Promise Campaign 
Lutheran Services for the Aging 

 

Victory Sunday will be celebrated at HGLC  
on Sunday, June 5th.   

 
We will rejoice in the work of this ministry as we send our promises 
and commitments on with this prayer:   
 

Dear Lord, Grant every member of this congregation a  
vision of the importance of the work in which we are  
engaged and help us all that we may share to the full  
extent of our abilities.  Prosper us in every good work.  “And let the 
favor of the Lord our God be upon us.”  In  
the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord, AMEN.   

Thank you Holly Grove Lutheran Church! 

Kim Troutman 
Coordinator for Holly Grove Lutheran Church 

Keeping the Promise 

We no longer have staff for the Nursery on Sunday  
mornings.  If you have volunteered to be in the nursery, please 

be there or find your own replacement!  Thank you! 

Rest in peace, Vergie Crisp Monteith. 
A Gift of God! 

November 8, 1917 to May 19, 2011 

All friends and relatives are invited to attend the 99th 
Annual Conrad Family Reunion at HGLC Sunday, 

June 12, at 1:00PM in Fellowship Hall.  



 May 2011 Meeting of the Holly Grove Lutheran Church Council 
 
Absent: Jennifer Davis Shelia Davis & Michael Wilson 
Devotions :  were given by Neil Clark 
 
 Minutes were submitted and read by Mary Ellen Hinson  
Motion: Carol second: Wendy -approved 
 
Correspondence: Letter from ELCA Missionary Committee asking for sponsorship or money-
Discussion  There are 225 missionaries around the world. In past we sponsored last year just 
sent money  was asked how much we sent last year called Janna to find out she is to get back to 
us when she looks it up. 
 
Pastor’s report was read Motion: Bob , second: Neil -all approved 
 
The Financial secretaries’ report was read discussed Thrivent Dollars it was suggested to men-
tion to congregation that using Thrivent does bring money into the church Motion: Neil , second  
Bobbie -all in favor 
  
Treasure’s report read. Motion : Mary Ellen  second: Chip -- all in favor 
 
The Building Fund’s report was read Motion: Neil , second: Mary Ellen—all in favor 
Committee reports: 
Evangelism : Sheila Absent was reported plans and actions under way for Fishing Faith and fel-
lowship Invitations are to be sent in Backpacks flyers to go to Teen parent program and homeless 
shelter has been contacted Nov. 5th is date set to feed them estimated about 250 people  
 
Parrish Ed: Neil reported that Bible school will be 7/11-7/15 Need food lined up theme will be 
Hometown Nazareth Men will do meal for Friday Confirmation will start in the fall for 6th and 8th 
graders 
 
Youth: Bobbie reports no meeting Had Mother’s Day tea fed about 50 people Kids had great time 
doing it.  
 
Stewardship Committee: Mary Ellen reported will start Stewart of the month Honorarium May 
will be choir have groups lined up for the rest of the year and into the new year. 
 
Worship and Music : Michelle had written report-- most of the discussion at meeting centered 
around safety for the church ushers have been walking around during service. Speaker needs to 
be fixed in the fellowship Hall so ushers could hear service. 
 
Fellowship committee: Carol reported silent auction and covered dish planned for 5th Sunday all 
proceeds will go to ELCA Services for the Aging Mother’s day flowers were given to all mothers 
and 2 special mom’s were recognized.  
 
Property committee : Chip reports bleachers are installed look great We hope organ fixed for 
good. 
Social Ministry: Bob reports peaches will be delivered we supply 130 cans per month 
Finance Committee: No report 



Unfinished Business:  
1.Handbells how to repair and how to pay for After much discussion and research  on past expen-
ditures funded by this fund a motion was made by Chip to give authority to Worship and Music 
Committee to decide how best to repair bells and they are authorized to spend up to 1000.00 
Money coming from the Special Projects Funds and Building replacement /remodeling Fund . 
Wendy made the second. All voted in favor. 
 2. Nursery: This is the end of the 3 month trial and after much discussion ie how many children 
was served Neil made the Motion to do away with the paid attendant on Sunday, the end day being 
May 29th Bob made the second all voted in favor. It was made mention a call for volunteers to man 
the nursery  would need to be made. The paid attendant will remain for the AWE service on 
Wednesday night. More research will be done on Children’s services and how better to serve the 
children of this church and how to welcome new families with children in the future. 
3. Playground Equipment- Wendy reported that the paperwork is done and now a place to put the 
playground will need to be decided. More research is needed and will be decided in near future. 
4. Synod delegates. Michelle and Brian have volunteered to go.  
 
 
New Business:  
1.There was a letter signed by all the Prime time Sunday School Class requesting attendance and 
offering information be put in the bulletin every Sunday. It was decided to post on both bulletin 
boards the attendance and the offering information so easy access to the information could be had 
by all..  
 
2. Lohr Scholarship Memorial.—A letter was sent from New Bridge Bank stating the trusteeship has 
been dissolved and a check has been sent for 12,529.00. It was made note that the council feels 
the wishes of the Lohr family be kept and only the interest be used for scholarships. After  discus-
sion the council decided to give the money to the scholarship committee and have them look into 
where to invest the money for the best return and a request to the committee to look into Thrivent 
investments. 
 
3. Phone Tree Extra Help It was suggested Caroline needs a back up for the phone tree Chip said 
he had volunteered along time ago and would like to do it. The council gave their blessings for Chip 
to get with Caroline to learn how to do it. 
 
4. The nominating committee will need to be formed in the next 2 months to begin the process for 
finding new council members. All will think and pray about it until next meeting. 
5. Dean reported Sharon Everhart wants to do a Thrivent event She wants to have a movie night 
on June 4th It was decided she should go ahead with council’s endorsement. 
 
6. It was decided to change the basket offering for June to Habitat for Humanity. Carol made the 
motion and Chip second all voted in favor.  
 
With no other business the meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 
 
Minutes submitted by Carol Conrad 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

Keeping the 
Promise 

Victory Sun-
day 

  1 

AWE 
545 Meal 
630  Worship 

2  7PM Mu-

tual Ministry 

Ascension of  
Our Lord 

NC Synod  As-

3 
NC Synod  
Assembly 

 

4   YARD 
SALE 
7AM—Hot 
Dog Din-
ner—Raffle 

5 915AM SS 

1030AM Wor-
ship 
Honor Grads 

Victory Sun-
day 

W & M 3PM 

6 
930AM  
Morning Bi-
ble Study 
CHICK—
7PM at 
Mockos 

7 
 
7PM  
Stewardship 

8 

AWE 
545 Meal 
630  Worship 

9 
 

  
 
 
 

10 11 
 

12  
915AM SS 
1030AM Wor-
ship 

CONRAD 
FAMILY 

REUNION 

13 
 930AM  
Morning Bi-
ble Study 

7PM Coun-
cil 

14 
 
 
7PM CHT 

15 
1030AM  
Seniors  

AWE 
545 Meal 
630  Worship 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 

18 

 
 

19  915AM SS 

1030AM Wor-
ship 

 

20 
930AM  
Morning Bi-
ble Study 
630PM 
Agape Circle 
 

21 
 
 

22 
 

AWE 
545 Meal 
630  Worship 

23 
Holly Leaf  
Deadline-
Noon 
 
 
 

24 
 
Parsons-
Burkhart 
Rehearsal 
 

25 
 
Parsons-
Burkhart  
Wedding 

26 915AM SS 

1030AM Wor-
ship 
 
Holly Leaf in  
Narthex  

27 
 

7PM LMiM 
 

 

28 
 
7PM CHT 

29 30 
 
 

  

June 2011 Weight Watchers 
Thursdays 530PM 

Sunday, June 12 



Thank you for Serving! 
  
June Altar Guild – Carol  Conrad 
 Mothers Rose Garden– Micky & Carol Conrad in Honor of Minnie Conrad   
  & Louise Moore 
 Basket Offering – Thrivent Build for Habitat 
 

5 Acolyte- Claire Conrad             Assisting Minister – Micky Conrad 
Communion Assistant – Janna Waitman 

 Ushers –  Bob Troutman, Herbert Frank, Robin Beck, Harold Beck  
 Altar Flowers- Ronnie, Pandora, Michael Hamilton in Honor of Wonda Frank’s birthday
 Nursery Attendant- Holly Curry     Prayer Room – Cornelia Conrad 
 Children’s Chat - Pastor John  
 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 12  
  Acolyte- Jay Proctor             Assisting Minister – Tracy Everhart  
  Communion Assistant – Rex Everhart      
  Ushers – Rex Everhart, Joe Davis, Mary Davis, Ethan Conrad 
  Altar Flowers- Micky & Carol Conrad 
  Nursery Attendant- Anna Lohr       
  Children’s Chat -PJ  
  
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---——— 
  
   19  Acolyte- Abi Hearn            Assisting Minister – Kim Troutman         
  Communion Assistant – Colton Jones 
  Ushers – Scott Black, Dean Chapman, Joel Hartley, Michael Willson  
  Altar Flowers- Sherry Proctor in Honor of my children & grandchildren 
  Nursery Attendant- Katy Hodgson       
  Children’s Chat - Pastor John  
 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------——— 
  
 26 Acolyte- Sarah Grace Davis             Assisting Minister – Chip Blower       
 Ushers –  Bob Troutman, Dan Smith, Robin Beck, Jonathan Hedrick 
 Altar Flowers- Chip & Ann Blower in Memory of Leon Clydus & Warren Blower, Sr. 
 Nursery Attendant- Holly Curry      Children’s Chat – PJ   
   

Nursery Volunteers!  We no longer have paid staff in 
the nursery. Please be there or find your own replacement 

so we have someone in the nursery! 



Pastor’s Letter         June 2011  
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

 Do you remember the story of the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness.  the devil tempted 
Jesus to turn stones into bread, to throw himself down from the temple to force God to save him, 
and to worship the devil in exchange for all the kingdoms of this world.  Jesus was tempted to turn 
away from God.  Read the story in Matthew 4:1-11.   
 

 The most interesting and challenging part of the story as I read it today is the very first verse 
which says that the Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  Isn’t that amaz-
ing?  We pray to our Father in heaven to lead us not into temptation, but in Matthew 4 we discover 
that the Spirit led Jesus into a barren, dry place to be tempted.  The verse challenges us to think 
about some important questions for those times in our lives when things are not going well. 
 

•   Could it be possible that God leads us into dry, desolate, hopeless places and re-
mains with us to do something good in our lives? 
•   Is it possible that there are things that you could learn in the wilderness, things that 
you could only learn in the wilderness?  Could it be possible that God has a gift of grace for 
you in whatever wilderness you experience? 

 

 We all find ourselves in desert places at times.  We fight against those experiences, struggle 
to get out, complain about them, and may even see ourselves as victims.  I think about a young 
mother, divorced from an alcoholic man who does not provide the court-appointed child support.  
She is being evicted from her apartment.  Her children don’t want to move away to a better place 
and are thinking about staying with the alcoholic dad.  Now, that woman is going through a wilder-
ness!  What do you think?  Is it possible that God is leading that woman through the wilderness into 
a new life?  I believe that is exactly what is going on.  Furthermore, it may not have been possible for 
that woman to come to the newness of life that she needs unless she went through the wilderness. 
 

 God never forsakes us.  God didn’t forsake Jesus at the cross, even though Jesus felt like he 
was forsaken.  God doesn’t forsake us at our crosses either.  I believe what the scripture says when 
it makes the claim that God is able to work God in all circumstances in our lives.   
 

 We are living in tough times.  Natural disasters abound.  Economic challenges persist.  Time 
pressures bring stress.  People bring negativity to church communities that is unattractive.  Concern 
about the future paralyzes some.  In the midst of all these wilderness experiences, and others like 
them, God is present to bring us through to the places of “milk and honey” where we can be a bless-
ing as God intends us to be.   
 

 In the wilderness, we can learn a couple of vital lessons.  First of all, we can learn to trust 
God more than ever.  We can learn to love the Lord our God with everything we’ve got.  What a 
great lesson to learn! 
 

 Secondly, in the wilderness, as we experience pain and agony there, God can create within 
us a greater sense of empathy and compassion for the struggles that people experience.  A deeper 
capacity for compassion gives us a life more full, more abundant.  What a great lesson to learn! 
 

 God be with you, to lead you to love the Lord with all your heart and soul and mind and 
strength, and to love others as you love yourself. 
 
       In Christ, 

         Pastor John 
 
  



Men’s Summer Softball League! 
All games played at The Holly Dome! 

Come out and support your favorite team! 
Great concessions!   



       
Women’s Summer Softball Schedule 

Women’s games at Bethany UMC  
Come out and cheer on your favorite team! 



Nathan Baker   1 
Carey Fritts   3 
Anthony Varner           3 
Tracy Everhart   4 
Linda Burkhart   5 
Makenna Hedrick  5 
Wonda Frank   6 
Todd Kepley   8 
Bill Roberts            8 
Brandon Conrad           9 
Anna Lohr            9 
Euzelia Johnson           10 
Jon Proctor            10 
Rusty Welch   12 
Dottie Curry   14 
Paul Conrad   15 
William Curry   15 
Ross Sommer   16 
Matthew Parsons  17 
Amanda Fritts   19 
Frank Hamilton           21 
Eddie Heitman   21 
Carol Varner   21 
Herb Lohr            24 
Nina Varner   25 
Rex Everhart   28 
Jeanine Hamilton  28 
Tina Hofer            28 
Lynn Smith            29 
Peggy Yountz   29 
Joyce Shields   30 
  

Ronnie & Pandora Hamilton          4 
Bobby & Janna Waitman  5 
Wayne & Donna Hilterbrand          8 
John & Caroline Mocko  8 
Jim & Rosalind Conrad           11 
Joe & Jennifer Davis   11 
Joe & Bonnie Hedrick           11 
Ted & Sherry Proctor           18 
Matthew & Monica Parsons          20 
Clifton & Kim Payne   24 
Walt & Sue Anderson           26 
Ethan & Jenny Hedrick           26 
Eddie & Tina Heitman           27 
John & Billie Curry   29 
Max & Libby Carrick   30 
Paul & Carolina Conrad  30 
   

Sue Anderson 
Edna Conrad 
Maxine Conrad 
Barbara Conrad 
Larry Vaughn 
 
All are listed in your directory.  Please 
remember them with a call or a card.  

Happy Birthday! 

Happy Anniversary ! 



Seniors           by Minnie Conrad 
 
Holly Grove Senior Citizens met Wednesday, May 18, 2011. Sarah Leonard and  
Lois Brown served snacks and had the program. 
 
President Virginia White welcomed 18 members and Scott Smith who brought his 
mother Betty Lou Smith.  Virginia said the thought for the day was “Friends are the 
flowers of life”.  
 
Sarah had devotions and Lois led a Bible study.  She gave out scripture passages 
and asked questions.  The answers could be found in the scriptures.  Then she  
described famous fathers in the Bible and had us guess who they were. 
 
Following a blessing by Pastor Sluder, a delicious meal prepared by Daisy Crisp, in-
cluding meat loaf, mashed potatoes, cole slaw, green beans, assorted pickles, rolls 
and cobbler with ice cream, was served. 
 
The community is invited to join us at Mt. Tabor each third Wednesday at 10:30. 

 

 
Sign up for Special Music this Summer! 

We want to hear you! Sign up sheet in hallway! 

Welcome Baby Isabel Heitman,  
born May 24, 2011.  

Weighing in at 9lbs 3 oz.  
Congratulations to Parents:   

Eddie & Tina Heitman,  
Big Brother Ty Heitman,  

Grandparents: 
 Gary & Paula Hedrick,  
Grandparents:  Heitman! 



    MEANING OF THE FLAG DRAPED COFFIN 
                from the May issue of Legion News  Submitted by Bob 
Troutman 
A lesson.  
Those who think that America is an arrogant nation should really reconsider. Our founding fathers used 
God's word and teachings to establish our Great Nation and I think it's high time Americans get re-educated 
about this Nations history. 
Be proud of the country we live in and even more proud of those who served and serve to protect our "God 
Given" rights and freedom. 
Take time to read..... to understand what the flag draped coffin really means.… here is how to understand the 
flag that laid upon it and is surrendered to so many widows and widowers. 
 
Did you know that at military funerals, the 21-gun salute stands for the sum of numbers in the year 1776 ? 
 
Have to you noticed the honor guard pays meticulous attention to correctly folding the United States of 
America Flag 13 times ? You probably thought is was to symbolize the original 13 colonies, but we all learn 
something new every day ! 
 
The 1st fold is a symbol of life. 
 
The 2nd fold is a symbol of the belief in eternal life. 
 
The 3rd fold is in honor and remembrance of the veterans departing the ranks who gave a portion of their 
lives for the defense of the country to attain peace through- out the world. 
 
The 4th fold represents the weaker nature, for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in 
times of peace as well as in the time of war for His divine guidance. 
 
The 5th fold is a tribute to the country, for in the words of Stephen Decatur, "Our Country, in dealing with 
other countries, may she always be right; but it is still our country, right wrong". 
 
The 6th fold is for where people's hearts lie. It is with their heart that they pledge allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of America, and the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with Lib-
erty and Justice 
for all. 
 
The 7th fold is a tribute to the Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that they protect their coun-
try and their flag against all her enemies, whether they be found within or without the boundaries of their re-
public. 
 
The 8th fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the 
light of day. 
 
The 9th fold is a tribute to womanhood and mothers. For it has been through their faith, their love, loyalty 
and devotions that the character of the men and women who have made this country great has been molded. 
 
The 10th fold is a tribute to the father, for he too has given his sons and daughters for the defense of their 
country since they were first born. 
 



Continued from previous page  Meaning of the Flag Draped Coffin 
 
The 13th fold, or when the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost reminding them of their Na-
tions motto, "In God We Trust". 
 
After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding 
us of the Soldiers who served under General George Washington, and the Sailors and Marines who served 
under Captain John Paul 
Jones, who were followed by their comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States, pre-
serving for them the rights, privileges and freedoms they enjoy today. 
 
There are some traditions and ways of doing things that have deep meaning. 
 
In the future when you see the draped coffin and folding of the flag you will know why. Share this the chil-

 
 This is a day where we actively remember our ancestors, our family members, 
our loved ones, our neighbors, and our friends who have given the ultimate sacri-
fice:  

 by visiting cemeteries and placing flags or flowers on the graves of 
our fallen heroes.  

 by visiting memorials.  
 by flying the U.S. Flag at half-staff until noon.  
 by flying the 'POW/MIA Flag' as well (Section 1082 of the 1998 Defense 

Authorization Act).  
 by participating in a "National Moment of Remembrance": at 3 p.m. to 

pause and think upon the true meaning of the day, and for Taps to be 
played.  

 by renewing a pledge to aid the widows, widowers, and orphans of our 
falled dead, and to aid the disabled veterans.  

 
Memorial Day is just one day out of the year to honor our loved ones,  

our ancestors, our friends who died in conflicts and wars —not to honor war,  
but to honor those who died in those conflicts and wars. 

"...gather around their sacred remains and garland the passionless 
mounds above them with choicest flowers of springtime....let us in this 
solemn presence renew our pledges to aid and assist those whom they 
have left among us as sacred charges upon the Nation's gratitude,--the 
soldier's and sailor's widow and orphan." --General John Logan, Gen-
eral Order No. 11, 5 May 1868 

 

How to observe Memorial Day! 



Passionate Spirituality 
 

The greatest opportunity at Holly Grove Lutheran Church for 
health and growth, as a congregation and as individuals, is 
currently in the area of passionate spirituality. 

 

 What is passionate spirituality?  A simple way to think of passionate spirituality is in terms 
of how much you value your relationship with God.  Two people who are passionately in love 
spend quality time together, they talk and listen a lot,  what the other wants and needs is of great 
concern, they think about the other person even when they are not together, and they talk to their 
friends about their partner.   
 

 How much time do you spend in conversation with God in prayer, both speaking and listen-
ing?  How much does your relationship with God influence the things you do and say on a daily 
basis?  How willing are you to tell a friend or a family member about the God who loves you to 
death?  The people who spoke through our most recent survey indicate that we can grow signifi-
cantly as a congregation if each one of us spends more time with God in prayer and reading the 
scripture, and if each one of us learns how to tell others about the difference God makes in our 
lives. 
 

 A challenge for you!  Set your mind to prayer a bit more often that you do now - how about 
5 more minutes a day?  Set your mind to read the Bible a bit more often that you do now - maybe 
5 more minutes a day.  If you are too busy to do pray or read the Bile more, ask yourself if you are 
too busy!  Notice what happens when you choose to dedicate a few more moments to the Lord 
God who cherishes the time with you. 
 
 

Unbinding Your Heart 
 
 
 
 
 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin.  We say that on Sunday 
mornings.  We are bound up by bitterness, judgment, unforgiveness,  selfishness, pride, 
guilt, anger, greed, fear, and many more things. 
 
What if God could unbind your heart?  God wants to.  Look for an opportunity to get unbound 
this fall in a wonderful powerful experience with your brothers and sisters in faith a Holly 
Grove Lutheran Church.  God has something wonderful for you, and your friends also.  

Look for more details in the next couple of Holly Leaf issues.   
 



   
 

Holly Grove Lutheran Church 
212 Holly Grove Lutheran Church Rd 
Lexington, NC 27292 
336-249-2807 
The Reverend John Mocko, Pastor 
 

www.hollygrovelutheranchurch.org 
email:  pastorjohn@hollygrovelutheranchurch.org 

office:  hglc@hollygrovelutheranchurch.org 
Sundays 

 915AM Sunday School  
1030AM Worship 

AWE—Awesome Worship Experience 
5:45PM Meal    6:30PM-7:30PM Worship 

Food + Fellowship + Prayer + Music 

 
 

  
 

Yard Sale in the 
Parking Lot 

Saturday, June 4 
7AM 

Free Space! 
Bring your stuff 

to sell! 
There will be an ad 

placed in The Dispatch! 

Hot Dogs & all the trimmings! 
Drinks & Dessert—FREE! 
6PM-8PM at the Shelter 

Saturday, June 4 

Premier—1st time ever at HGLC!  FREE! 
Giant Screen Drive In Movie Night 

Popcorn & Drinks! Bring your lawn chairs 
FREE!  Starts at 8:30PM 

Bonfire! 

Everything is FREE! 
Donations accepted for 
Thrivent Habitat Build 

Raffle at 8PM 
Tickets on sale! 

Evan  
Almighty! 

Bring your 
friends & 

neighbors! 
It’s FREE! 

Bring it!  Sing it! 
7-8PM 

Call Sharon Everhart for more info! 


